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Building on the success of the first edi-
tion of Advanced Textiles in June 2008, and
the endorsement of the international audi-
ence, Industrial Fabrics Association
International (IFAI) and IHOFMANN had
decided to continue with the concept of an
annual meeting point for the technical tex-
tiles community in Europe and the US.

A community of 100 industry represen-
tatives from the various application areas of
technical textiles from protective clothing to
medical, transportation via architecture.
Advanced Textiles is conceived as a US-
European entrepreneur networking event to
foster bilateral and cross-sectoral coopera-
tion, strategic partnerships and innovation
projects and was now a second time suc-
cessful to create new business opportunities.

As the headquarters of the European
Union, NATO, various stakeholder institu-
tions and international large-scale enter-
prises, Brussels was an ideal platform to
invite European and US entrepreneurs to
discuss challenges and bottlenecks of tech-
nical textiles’ innovation in the next five to
ten years. The venue of the conference
was the contemporary Hotel Bloom in
central Brussels.

Co-organizer with IFAI is the Germany
based agency IHOFMANN, specialized in
technical textiles and building up strategic
alliances. Dr. Isa Hofmann, CEO IHOF-
MANN: Specialized in strategic partner-
ships and business empowerment we
wanted to create a unique event concept:
a well balanced blend of exciting lectures
from various application areas combined
with immediate face-to-face talks and net-
working opportunities in a pleasant
ambiance.

Industry experts strive for fresh inspira-
tion and new impulses to optimize their
business strategies and diversify their
product range. A contemporary business
forum should achieve to open up the per-
sonal horizon of the attending community
and initiate the authentic “human touch”

during the event. This is the hallmark
we are heading for.

Stephen M. Warner, president of
Industrial Fabrics Association
International: “We are very pleased that
our concept finds approval and that
Advanced Textiles is on its way to
become a brand. Our goal is to back up
our industry by offering this innovative
meeting platform to foster bilateral busi-
ness cooperation and valuable knowl-
edge exchange. We are committed to
continue and are currently evaluating
date and location for the upcoming AT
10.”

The conference started April 2 with
a future oriented innovation session
that zoomed in on the challenges and
bottlenecks of launching smart textiles
on the market. Successful and experi-
enced industry and research experts
introduced the audience to new and
currently approved technologies for
various applications in that field ready
for an interdisciplinary transfer to other
areas.

The smart textiles session on the first
day chaired by Dr. Andreas Lymberis, sci-
entific officer micro-nano systems at the
European Commission Information Society
Directorate-General was closed with a
panel discussion that tried to evaluate the
most important impediments and bottle-
necks to create higher commercial values
in the field of smart textiles. Six experts
from the industry and research shared
their know how and ideas with the audi-
ence.

David Lussey, CTO Peratech Ltd., UK,
one of the panelists, anticipated a big
potential in the area of human interaction
and the fact that textiles can become a
second skin which will respond to human
inputs such as touch, pressure and move-
ments: “The smart textiles we will interact
with may be worn on the body in the form
of clothing or may form part of a seat or

bed or some other textile structure such as
those in a car or aircraft interior.” Peratech
owns the leading technical textile brands
of SoftSwitch and Eleksen.

The company was started 1996 to
commercialize the so called Quantum
Tunnelling composite, a nano-tech, elec-
tro-active composite that can be put into
textiles to make them sensitive to touch
and other stimuli. On Friday, April 3 the
conference covered the following 5 theme
sessions with all together 17 lectures:
1. Medical and biomedical applications.
2. Textile membranes and architecture.
3. Safety and protective textiles.
4. Transportation and logistics.
5. Technology solutions and textile sur-

faces.
Immediate business liaisons on site and

promising bilateral talks led on to exalted
comments from the participating audi-
ence.

Alexander Firmian, Sales Manager
Transfertex GmbH & Co Thermodruck KG,
Germany, one of the sponsors of AT 09
representing the company with a tabletop
exhibit: ”The personal enrichment I
received through the conference was
immense, an extremely interesting pro-
gram and fascinating people from Europe
and the US. This conference really broad-
ens your intellectual horizon and that’s
what we all need to achieve a competitive
edge in our business. We at Transfertex
are ready for new applications of our
rotogravure printing technique. We are
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constantly diversifying into new technical
areas and we will now evaluate the techni-
cal feasibility for the new application areas
that we have discovered.”

Werner Zirnzak, Deputy Managing
Director of the German association IVGT
and Secretary of the ETT CLUB (European
technical textiles club): “The first confer-
ence in Berlin was already excellent, but
this second edition of AT 09 in Brussels
was hard to top. The lectures were
extremely interesting, unveiling most
recent technologies. I was impressed that
the organizers were able to continue with
the same number of attendees in these
difficult economic circumstances. The

number of US entrepreneurs had notice-
ably increased. Kudos!”

Brussels-based Fedustria, the Belgian
association for the textile, wood and furni-
ture industries was the local partner for AT
09. Several other associations and govern-
ment institutions actively supported the
second edition of this conference. Among
them were:
� IVGT, the German association for

technical textiles.
� ITMF, the International Textile

Manufacturers Federation.
� US Department of Commerce.
� Clubtex, the French Association for

the Promotion of Technical Textiles.

� UIT, Union des Industries Textiles, the
French Association of Textile
Industries.
� ACIMIT, the Italian Association for

Textile Machinery.
� R2ITH, the French Network of

Innovation for Textiles and Apparel.
The premiere of IFAI’s Advanced

Textiles ’08 took place in Berlin, Germany,
12- 13 June 2008, and gathered an
equally strong US-European business com-
munity of 100 attendees from 14 coun-
tries. 

To learn more about the Advanced
Textiles ’09, visit http://www.ifai.com

/Home/AdvancedTextiles09.cfm.�
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Push of innovation despite crisis

The effects of the financial and
energy crises on the real economy and
subsequent cost-saving measures must
not obscure our sight towards a positive
future.

The 48th DORNBIRN-MFC dedi-
cates 2½ days - the time to reflect and
develop models for solutions how to
implement more quality-minded, inno-
vative, sustainable, environmentally-
friendly, resource-saving findings from
industry and academic research into
optimized manufacturing processes and
multi-functional, market-suitable prod-
ucts.

The section LAST MINUTE HIGH-
LIGHTS with a maximum of 6 lectures
was put at the end of day 1 and 2 and will
be announced at the congress and in
advance on our homepage www.dorn-
birn-mfc.com.

Climate change as main theme

Climate change is the main topic in
the lectures of the 48th DORNBIRN-
MFC. Communication among the partici-
pants will be facilitated due to the
formation of Lecture Modules and a slight
decrease in the total number of presenta-
tions.

Again more than 100 expert lectures

The programme committee had to
select out of a large number of highly-
qualified proposals more than 100 lec-
tures in such a way, that the preliminary
programme (foreseen for a mailing in
March 2009) shows already a maximum
degree of details of what can be expected
in September. This should enable many
interested persons to make use of the
early-bird bonus valid until 31st of May,
2009.

The plenary session on the opening
day will include e.g a lecture of the
Zoological State Collection
Munich/Germany on the topic: Climate
Change – Biological View; from the
American Chemical Society
Washington/USA a lecture on “Green
Chemistry”.

The AVK (Association of Composite
Manufacturers)/Germany will present
market-development trends for compos-
ites, and CIRFS/Brussels will speak about
development strategies for the European
Man-Made Fibers Industry. Following a
tradition the Paul Schlack Prize will be
awarded for an outstanding work in the
field of basic research.

Among the individual lectures the
topic NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN FIBERS
(incl. bicomponent fibers and nano tech-
nology) comprises
some 30 lectures and
will be presented
during the whole
duration of the con-
gress. FIBERS FOR
MEDICAL AND
HYGIENE TEXTILES
(incl. smart textiles)
with almost 30 lec-
tures along with the
section FIBERS FOR

COMPOSITES, TRANSPORTATION AND
PROFESSIONAL WEAR with some 25
lectures underline the importance of
these topics. The sections FIBERS AND
TEXTILES IN THE CONTEXT OF CLIMATE
CHANGE (incl. water management, geo-
textiles, agrotextiles) is consisting cur-
rently of some 7 individual lectures. The
latest EU RESEARCH PROJECTS will be
presented in 4 lectures.

Lead event in quality

The DORNBIRN-MFC will remain
positioned as the European/American
lead event and maintain access to the
impressing potential of the Man-Made
Fibers Industry and the scientific/technical
potential of universities and institutes for
the largest possible audience of innova-
tors, opinion-leaders, developers, product
responsible persons but also students and
young successors.

DORNBIRN-MFC is keeping the
prices at last year’s level but would like to
link it with an appeal to all decision-
makers and persons responsible for the
budget to support actively our endeav-
ours. The latest trends and developments
in the field of Man-Made Fibers can be
seen at the upcoming conference. 

Further information:
www.dornbirn-mfc.com.�
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